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On Feb. 14, the national Catholic bishops conference (CNBB) called on members of the church to
support workers' peaceful mobilizations, including land occupations, strikes and demonstrations.
Such support is justified, said the bishops, given the perverse and destructive relationship between
capital and labor which translates to abject poverty for millions of Brazilians. The conference
condemned the nation's extreme income and wealth inequities, and declining real wages over
the past three years. According to a study sponsored by the bishops, 10% of Brazilian households
receive 49% of national income. Wealth distribution is even more concentrated. The above
figure excludes income from real estate rental, stocks, gold, savings accounts and other financial
instruments. In the report, the bishops assert that the nation's economic model is directed at the
"uncontrolled" accumulation of profits by capital, without minimal guarantees of a life of dignity
for workers. Moreover, a large proportion of Brazil's wealth produced by workers is captured by
foreign companies and banks. The report said that nearly 30% of the labor force (economically
active persons 10 years of age and older) are unemployed or survive on the basis of sporadic low
productivity and poorly remunerated work. Such conditions, said the conference report, generate
marginalization and violence. A total of 57% of all Brazilians are members of the labor force.
Thirty percent of workers are women, and 28% of all workers are illiterate. The CNBB launched its
campaign supporting the dignity of work (Solidarios na dignidade do trabalho) on Feb. 13. (Basic
data from Correio Braziliense, EFE, 02/14/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

